
Never know 
where love 
is hiding 

 
For every reason there is 

a season. Late winter and 
spring is a great time to be 
amid nature if you’re an 
outdoorsy person. It’s typ-
ically too late for ex-
tremely cold weather and 
too early for tiggers and 
chix (that’s 
slang for chig-
gers and 
ticks). 

In Critten-
den County, 
February and 
March are 
great months 
for ornament 
hunting. Deer 
antler sheds 
have a high value in the 
world of decor, even in 
posh boutiques of big 
cities. As most of you 
know, male whitetail deer 
drop their antlers in late 
winter when the mating 
season has ended. Febu-
rary and March are also  
dead periods for outdoors 
enthusiasts. Hunting sea-
sons have played out and 
it’s often not yet fishing 
weather for modest-man-
nered anglers. Shed antler 
hunting – shed hunting 
for short – is a popular 
outdoors ritual for natu-
ralists, hikers, hunters, or 
just about anyone who 
craves time amid the hills 
and hollows instead of in 
front of the television. 

The photograph above is 
a pretty good illustration 
of what a shed antler 
looks like when you walk 
upon one in the wild. But, 
examine it closely and you 
will find that the G3 
(that’s Boone and Crockett 
technical talk for the third 
vertical antler jutting from 
the antler’s main beam) 
has a diamond ring on it. 
Wired to the antler is a tag 
with text: “Will you marry 
me?” 

This is a staged scene, 
as you would expect. But 
the bride-to-be had no 
idea it was coming.  

Twenty-six-year-old 
bachelorette Randi Dae 
Conway wandered upon 
this find while shed hunt-
ing with her pal JoEllen 
Gill near Fredonia in Feb-
ruary. Her now fiancé 
Lucas Powell was hiding 
nearby behind a pine tree. 

It was a cute proposal 
plan devised by Gill and 
Powell, and Conway had 
no idea they were in ca-
hoots until Powell ap-
peared in the forest like a 
fantom buck asking for 
the love of his life’s hand 
in marriage. 

The proposal scheme 
was tailor-made for this 
couple. They’re the out-
doorsy type, she the 
daughter of game warden 
Randy Conway and he a 
26-year-old wildlifie biolo-
gist for Kentucky Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources. 

Randi Dae and JoEllen 
have been besties for sev-
eral years. JoEllen, if you  

 
See SHED/page 6 

Record Hayride ramps 
up band for Opry show 
   The spring rendition of Old 
Kentucky Hayride was a big hit as 
usual on Saturday at Fohs Hall. In 
fact, it was a record-setting sell-
out, raising almost $4,800 for 
Crittenden County Food Bank. 
Cutter and Cash and The Kentucky 
Grass host the semiannual music 
and variety show. At last week-
end’s event, the band unveiled its 
first Extended Play CD. The group 
will be performing at the Grand 
Ole Opry Saturday, April 6. Two 
chartered buses have already been 
filled and another is almost full to 
carry local fans to Nashville for the 
show. Tickets are $50 for the bus 
ride, plus admission to the Opry, 
available online at varied prices. 
 

Hunting, fishing permits 
no longer sold by clerk 

Crittenden County Clerk's office 
no longer sells Kentucky hunting 
and fishing licenses and permits. 
March is renewal month for hunting 
and fishing licenses in the com-
monwealth. Hodge's Sports and Ap-
parel on Sturgis Road sells licenses 
and they can be purchased online at 
any time by going to Kentucky De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife Re-
sources’ website at fw.ky.gov. 

 

Free tree seedlings 
Spring officially begins March 19, 

signaling that it is once again time 
to choose your free tree seedlings 
provided by the Crittenden County 
Conservation District. Distribution 
will begin at 10 a.m., and last until 
supplies run out on Friday, March 
22 at the office on East Bellville 
Street across from The Press. This 
year’s seedlings are bald cypress, 
pecan, pawpaw, white oak, persim-
mon, wild plum, eastern redbud, 
shagbark hickory and white pine. 
Kentucky Division of Forestry has 
also provided free white pines. 
Trees are bagged in twos with a 
limit of five bags (10 trees). Partici-
pating planters will support the dis-
trict’s goal to beautify yards and 
homeplaces, provide habitat and 
help maintain the county as a 
forested treasure.  

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS  

•Marion City Council will meet 
at 5 p.m., Monday, March 18 at 
city hall. 

•Fredonia City Council will meet 
at 7 p.m., Monday, March 18 at 
city hall. 

•Marion Tourism and Recre-
ation Commission will meet at 
8:30 a.m., Tuesday, March 19 at 
the Marion Welcome Center. 

•Salem City Council will meet at 
5 p.m., Tuesday, March 19 at Deer 
Lakes meeting room. 

•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
will meet on a different day of the 
month than normal during March. 
Magistrates will meet at 8:30 a.m., 
on Tuesday, March 19 at the 
County Office Complex. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education meets at 5:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, March 26 at Rocket 
Arena. 

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 
p.m., Thursday, March 21 at its 
office on East Bellville Street.  

•Livingston Fiscal Court meets 
at 5 p.m., Tuesday, March 26 at 
the county office complex in 
Smithland. 
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About Town

National Agriculture Week Starts Sunday

Father and son farming team Cody and Van Hunt are making a major investment in a grain 
leg, large-capacity bin and new drier as their hopes for a strong future for local agriculture re-
volves around what Van calls a “parlay bet.”

Examining the State of Agriculture in Crittenden County 

Despite perils of trade, 
future remains strong

Reading the tea leaves of 
Kentucky agriculture is like 
trying to predict springtime 
weather. It’s a crap shoot at 
best, but most local farmers 
are holding onto high hopes 
that its future remains 
bright. 

Van and Cody Hunt are a 
father and son team betting 
heavy on agriculture. They’re 
making a large investment in 
their grain storage facilities, 
installing a new 120-foot tall 
grain leg, 1,000-bushel drier 
and a 60,000-bushel bin. 
Cost of the concrete alone is 
enough to choke a mule, but 
they’re hoping to keep farm-
ing in the family for at least 
another generation. 

“Hopefully, Cutler and my 
nephews will be interested 
enough to keep it going,” said 

38-year-old Cody. 
His son, Cutler, is 10, but 

already drives a  grain cart in 
the fields at harvest time. 

While mixed signals flash 
in front of hopes of farming’s 
ever changing future, the 

Hunts remain steadfast. 
“Farming is like a parlay 

bet,” Van said, using some 
Las Vegas lingo that de-
scribes a combination of bets 
inside one wager. 

The odds are almost always 
in favor of the house. 

Although they have no 
crystal ball, farmers both old 
and young are trying to pre-
dict and plan for a future 
amid unstable prices and 
problematic inflation on ma-
terials, equipment and bor-
rowing. Farm families have 
always lived with the pres-
sures of feast-or-famine eco-
nomics, but the outlook right 
now is as confusing as ever. 

“The American farmer is 
the biggest gambler in the 
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Crittenden County magis-
trates met in special session 
Friday and proposed a tax in-
crease on insurance premi-
ums.  

A public hearing on the 
proposal will be held during 
the fiscal court’s regular 
monthly meeting at 8:30 
a.m., Tuesday, March 19. 

Because the city has its 
own 4% insurance premium 
tax, this rate increase will not 
affect city residents. County 
residents, however, would 
see their insurance tax dou-
ble if the proposal reaches 
final approval at next week’s 
meeting.  

 
Magistrates approved the 

plan by a 5-1 measure with 
Travis Perryman casting the 
only dissenting vote. A sec-
ond reading of the proposal 
requires a roll call vote. 

The county’s budget com-
mittee, which has been 

preparing a spending plan for 
FY25 that begins July 1, rec-
ommended doubling the rate 
from 2% to 4%. The county 
originally established its in-
surance premium in 2008. 
No bordering county cur-
rently has an insurance tax. 

Crittenden County Judge-
Executive Perry Newcom said 
rising costs in fuel, equip-
ment, insurance, utilities and 
more is putting a pinch on 
the county’s budget. 

“The county budget com-
mittee started reviewing our 
budget requirements and 
we’re obviously looking at 

See TAX/page 6 

County proposes 2% insurance tax hike

National Agriculture Week is 
March 17-23, so The Press is 
getting you ready to celebrate 
agriculture and its role in the 
local economy with a 3-page 
special on 8, 9 and 10 of this 
week’s newspaper. 
   _______________________

AREA CITIES 
Marion           4% 
Salem            5% 
Fredonia        6% 
Providence  7.5% 
Sturgis          12% 

AREA COUNTIES 
Lyon            none 
Union          none 
Webster       none 
Livingston    none 
Caldwell       none

OTHERS NEARBY
   Existing insurance premium tax 
rates in nearby cities and counties.



Cordell 
Rebecca Jean Cordell, 

68, of Marion, died Fri-
day, March 8, 2024. 

Surviving are her hus-
band, Larry Cordell; four 
ch i l d r en , 
M i c h e l e 
B r a d e n , 
Jesse Fer-
g u s o n , 
D a n i e l 
Davis and 
S t e v e n 
C o r d e l l ; 
eight grandchildren, 
Seth, Micah, Gabriel, 
Raven, Richard Lee, 
Trexler, Jaimie and Cody; 
and 15 great-grandchil-
dren, Neava, LaKay, Lit-
tle Richard, Natalia, 
Gabrielli, Luna, Cam-
eron, Liliana, Octavia, 
Little Jesse, Haven, Pai-
tyn, Chevy, Jacks, and 
baby Trip. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
David and Neva Gay. 

Services were Sunday, 
March 10 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home. 

Harris 
Michael Harris, 51, of 

Salem, died Friday, 
March 1, 2024 at Baptist 
Health Paducah. 

He was born April 3, 
1972 to Henry E. and 
Peggy J 
(Cox) Har-
ris.  He 
worked as 
a carpenter 
the major-
ity of his 
life and 
was a 
member of Life in Christ 
Church. He loved wood 
working and tinkering on 
old cars. But above all, 
he loved his family and 
friends. 

Surviving are his wife, 
Carolyn Harris of Salem; 
six children, Jeremy Har-
ris of Princeton, Jeffery 
(Rhonda) Belt of Salem, 
Nicholas (Randi) Belt of 
Burna, Christopher 
(Glenda) Belt of Salem, 
Dakota Belt of Salem and 
Levi Oliver of Marion; 
three brothers, Samuel 
(Helena) Harris of Salem, 
Everet (Karen) Harris of 
Marion and Quinton 
(Ashley) Harris of Padu-
cah; a sister, Tina (An-
thony) Cook of Burna; 
and four grandchildren, 
Addison, Jayla, Emma 
and Lyla Belt. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents; and 

five brothers, Joseph 
“Dinky” Harris, Perry 
“Pewee” Harris, Everett 
Dale Harris, Terry Wayne 
Harris and Tony Harris. 

Services are at 2 p.m., 
Sunday, March 17 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services.  Burial will fol-
low in Lola Cemetery. 

Friends may visit with 
the family from 5-8 p.m., 
on Saturday, March 16. 

Akridge 
Nona Christine Ak-

ridge, 88, passed away 
peacefully in her home 
surrounded by her family 
and care-
givers Sun-
d a y 
e v e n i n g , 
March 10, 
2024. She 
was born 
July 22, 
1935 in 
B o w l i n g 
Green to Emmett Gar-
land and Marcella Mat-
thews Taylor. The Taylor 
family soon moved to 
Marion where Nona grew 
up, graduating from Mar-
ion High School when 
she was 16. 

She was a dedicated, 
passionate teacher. After 
attending Western Ken-
tucky State College (now 
Western Kentucky Uni-
versity), she taught first 
at Crittenden County 
High School. There she 
met a handsome young 
typing teacher and bas-
ketball coach named 
Dean Akridge and they 
were married on May 17, 
1958. Akridge then ac-
cepted a position as an 
Extension Home Demon-
stration Agent for Cal-
dwell and Crittenden 
counties, and later be-
came a nutritionist for 
the Kentucky Health De-
partment in Livingston 
and Crittenden counties. 
She began teaching 
home economics at Lyon 
County High School in 
the mid-1960s and 
taught there until she re-
tired in 1983. 

Akridge loved the 
women she taught with 
and she loved her stu-
dents – all girls until she 
started teaching bach-
elor’s living to boys in the 
late 1970s. She coached 
track and the cheer-
leaders, was class advi-
sor, directed school 
plays, built floats for the 
Founder’s Day parade... 
the list goes on and on. 
She especially loved serv-
ing as advisor for the Fu-
ture Homemakers of 
America (FHA). There is 
something ironic about a 
woman who taught home 
economics to so many 
young women during her 
three decades in the high 
school classroom having 
three sons. So, not sur-
prisingly, Akridge loved 
getting daughters when 
Jill, Michelle, and Andrea 
came into the family. 

Nona and Dean Ak-
ridge had an amazing 63 
years together – their love 
for each other was on 
display every single day. 
They were inseparable 
and everything was ‘Dean 
and Nona’. Nona’s sup-
port for Dean was a con-
stant, whether it was a 
hot breakfast every 
morning, being a sound-
ing board for business 
decisions, or hosting all 
the guests that Dean 
would invite home, many 
at the last minute. She 
did all those things on 
top of her job as a 
teacher, giving her sons 
early and important les-
sons about women as 
professionals. 

Akridge loved to travel 
and she and Dean had 
wonderful trips to Ger-
many, Australia, Mexico, 
the Rockies, New Eng-
land, Florida and so 
many other places, trav-
eling with friends or to 
visit friends. They could 
make an adventure out 
of a trip to a 4-H speech 
contest or a basketball 
tournament. She was an 
amazing cook. Period. 
She loved to cook and 
while her boys were in 

school, few things made 
her happier than a big 
group of their teenage 
friends coming over to 
the house and devouring 
ridiculous quantities of 
her cooking. Store 
parties, after-prom 
parties, birthday parties, 
showers, anniversary re-
ceptions, Nona knew how 
to throw them all – and 
she did, in her own won-
derful style. 

Surviving are three 
sons, Jay (Michelle), Paul 
(Jill), and Lance (Andrea); 
seven grandchildren, 
Logan (Jennifer), Olivia 
(Luke), Sean (Liz), Sa-
mantha, Bryce, Luke, 
and Elise; and five great-
grandchildren, Audrey, 
Henry, Charles, Samuel, 
and Jack.  

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Dean; her parents, Em-
mett and Marcella Taylor; 
and a brother, Donald 
Taylor.  

The family would like 
to express their thanks to 
all who remained close to 
Nona as her health de-
clined. A very special 
thanks to her caregivers 
– Melissa, Beth, Jane, 
Jennifer, Pauletta, Step-
hanie and Karen.  We will 
be forever grateful for the 
loving care you provided 
our ‘Nana’ – she was 
blessed to have a group 
of angels around her who 
loved her like their own 
mothers. 

Memorial gifts can be 
made to the Lyon County 
Retired Teacher’s Schol-
arship Fund, 1808 US 
Hwy. 641 North, Eddy-
ville, KY, 42038; or the 
Dean and Nona Akridge 
Family Scholarship at 
Murray State University 
payable to MSU Founda-
tion, Office of Devel-
opment, 200 Heritage 
Hall, Murray, KY 42071 
or MurrayState.edu/give-

now. 
Services are at 1 p.m., 

Thursday, March 14 at 
Lakeland Funeral Home 
with Eddyville Baptist 
Youth Minister Jay 
Brown officiating. Visita-
tion is from 4-7 p.m., 
Wednesday, March 13 at 
Lakeland Funeral Home 
in Eddyville. Burial will 
follow in Fredonia Ceme-
tery. 
Lanham 

Michael Thomas Lan-
ham, 60 of Salem, died 
Monday, March 11, 2024 
at his 
home. 

He en-
joyed car-
ing for his 
a n i m a l s , 
p l a y i n g 
guitar and 
was an 
avid Hot Wheels collec-
tor. 

Surviving is his wife of 
37 years, Karen Rushing 

Lanham of Salem; a 
daughter, Kennidy (Cass 
Bennett) Lanham of Fre-
donia; and a nephew, 
Casey Woodall of Marion. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Donald Perry and Sherrie 
Ann Turley Lanham; and 
a sister, Dawn Michelle 
Lanham. 

Memorial services will 
be scheduled at a later 
date. 

Myers Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrange-
ments. 
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Community Calendar 
Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s  

Thursday, March 14 
• Line dancing class is at 9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden 
County Senior Citizens Center. 
• Crittenden County High School SBDM will meet at 
3:30 p.m., in the high school library. 
• Marion’s VFW post located at 412 N. College St., in-
vites veterans to attend a monthly meeting with a meal 
to follow at 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 16 
• An Easter breakfast will be held at 9 a.m., March 16 
at Crittenden County Health & Rehab. 
Tuesday, March 19 
• Crittenden County Elementary School SBDM will 
meet at 4 p.m., in the high school library.  
Saturday, March 23 
• An Easter egg hunt and egg decorating contest will 
begin at 11 a.m., at Salem Springlake. 
•Salem Masonic Lodge #81 will serve its monthly 
breakfast from 7-10 a.m. Cost is $6 for the all-you-can-
eat breakfast at the lodge at 237 W. Main St., Salem. 
 

 
Online 

Condolences 
myersfuneralhomeonline.com 

boydfuneraldirectors.com  
gilbertfunerals.com 

 
Most obituaries in this  

newspaper are free. Ask your 
funeral director about custom, 

fee-based obituaries.



Lady Rockets open 
with win over Storm 

Crittenden County opened 
its fast-pitch softball season 
with a 9-6 win over Hopkins 
Central Monday. The game 
was tied at 6 for a time in the 
middle innings. 

Andrea Federico had a 
home run, double and 5 RBI. 
Hannah Jent and Morgan 
Piper had two hits apiece and 
Jaycee Champion drove in 2 
runs on a double. 

Elliot Evans and Anna 
Boone shared the pitching. 
Boone closed out the game 
and got the win.  

CCHS hosts Mayfield on 
Friday then goes to Ballard 

Memorial on Saturday for a 
doubleheader against the 
Bombers and Carlisle 
County. 

 
Rockets open with a bang 

The CCHS baseball team 
opened its season Tuesday 
with a resounding 20-0 win 

over Community Christian 
Academy in three innings. 

CCA pitchers walked 16 
Rocket batters and the de-
fense made 3 errors. 

Crittenden scored 14 first-
inning runs en route to a 
shutout as Colt Bailey led the 
way with 2 RBIs. Jeremiah 

Foster doubled and CCHS 
had six hits in the rout. 

Chase Conyer and Tyler 
Belt pitched for CCHS. 

The baseball team tied 
Murray 6-6 in pre-season 
scrimmage last week and 
beat Madisonville 5-2 in its 
other warmup game. 

BASKETBALL 
Boone Region 2 Player of Year 
   Crittenden County sophomore Anna 
Boone has been chosen Player of the 
Year in the Second Region. It’s the 
second year in a row that a Crittenden 
County player has won the honor, 
which is selected by coaches based 
on regular-season play. Last season, 
Taylor Guess was the region’s top 
player. Prior to Guess and now Boone, 
CCHS had never had someone cho-
sen for player of the year. Boone, just 
a sophomore, averaged 22 points and 
6 rebounds a game, and finished with 
63 blocked shots, an average of 2 per 
contest. She scored 215 points at the 
foul line, the most in Kentucky. Boone 
was also chosen for the All-Region 
Regular-Season Team and the All-Re-
gion Tournament Team. 
 

Champ is All-Region 

   Rocket senior Travis 
Champion was chosen 
for the All Second Re-
gion for the third year in 
a row despite being in-
jured most of the sea-
son. He only appeared 
in six games, but the re-
spect he’d earned in his 
career was apparent by 
his being chosen to the all-region team 
and the all-district team. 

 

Refs single out CCHS 

    Crittenden County High School Ath-
letic Director Bryan Qualls recently ac-
cepted the Second Region Basketball 
Officials Association’s Hospitality 
Award on behalf of the school. CCHS 
was chosen by officials as the best 
host school, as defined by a clean and 
comfortable facility, readily available 
administrators and accessibility to re-
sources, among other criteria. Pictured 
with Qualls are officials Matt Bell, Al-
fred Williams, John Travis, Ryan 
Reusch, and Larry Thompson. 
 

2nd Region Tournament 

GIRLS AT TRIGG COUNTY 
FIRST ROUND 

Henderson Co. 72, Crittenden Co. 44 
Christian County 56, Madisonville 51  
Hopkinsville 56, Union County 47 
Hopkins Central 61, Lyon County 59 

FRIDAY’S SEMIFINALS 
Henderson Co. 58, Christian Co. 40 
Hopkins Central 62, Hopkinsville 42 

SATURDAY’S CHAMPIONSHIP 
Henderson Co. 55, Hopkins Central 33 
 

BOYS AT HOPKINSVILLE 
FIRST ROUND 

Henderson Co. 66, Trigg County 49 
UHA 81, Caldwell County 60 
Madisonville 67, Union County 47 
Lyon County 63, Christian Co. 49 

MONDAY’S SEMIFINALS 
Henderson Co. 69, UHA 34 
Lyon County 84, Madisonville 62 

TUESDAY’S CHAMPIONSHIP 
Lyon Countys 58, Henderson Co. 44 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

   Here are some of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Youth Turkey                             April 6-7 
Turkey                           April 13 - May 5 
Bullfrog                        May 17 - Oct. 31 
Squirrel                       May 18 - June 21 
Coyote                                 Year Round 
Ground hog                         Year Round 
 

FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE 
www.The-Press.com  Sports Tab 

@CrittendenPress on Twitter 
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STAFF REPORT 
Track and field coach Sandra 

Martinez predicts a strong sea-
son from a host of talented fe-
male athletes on the Crittenden 
County High School team this 
spring. However, male numbers 
are thin in the upper grades. 

School-record shot put holder 
Karsyn Potter in her senior cam-
paign is expected to continue her 
rise in the shot and discus. And, 
the girls’ 4x800 should pick up 
where it left off last year with 
everyone returning. Mary Mar-
tinez, Aubrey Grau, Ella Geary 
and Presley Potter set a school 
record over and over last spring 
in that relay and the coach 
thinks they will continue to im-
prove. 

A deep 4x400 squad featuring 
the Potter sisters, Payton 
Maness, Martinez, Geary and 

Grau will give the coach some 
flexibility to chalk up team 
points in that relay. 

Martinez will be strong in the 
1,600 and 3,200, Geary is a good 
800 meters soloist and Maness 
is the team’s top 400 runner. 
Geary is also within striking dis-
tance of a school record in long 
jump and Maness is a good high 
jumper. 

CCHS hall of famer Jeremy 
Croft is helping the team as a 
volunteer coach, Martinez says. 

Juniors Brian Chaney, who 
throws in field events, and 
Matthew Valentine, a sprinter, 
are the only upperclassmen on 
the boys’ side of the roster. Un-
derclassmen Noah Byford, Gaige 
Markham and River Rogers are 
promising runners. 

Track Schedule 
March 16 at Caldwell County 
March 19 CCMS at McCracken 
March 23 at Inv. of South at Marshall 
March 26 at Ballard All Comers 
March 28 at Caldwell Quad 
March 30 at Calloway Invitational 
April 13 at Owensboro Invitational 
April 13 at Mayfield Fast Times 
April 16 CCMS at Ballard Memorial 
April 19 Gullo Relays at Marshall 
April 23 Crittenden Quad 
April 27 at Murray Invitational 
April 30 CCMS at Murray All Comers 
May 4 Area 1 at Paducah 
May 7 Crittenden Quad 
May 11 at Caldwell Final Flight  

Tougher schedule awaits defending district champs

CCHS Track 
Roster 

Athlete                          Grade 
Belt, Shelbi                  9 
Bloodworth, Kylie        9 
Cambell, Lizzie           12 
Duncan, Jayden         11 
Geary, Ella                 10 
Gilchrist, Layken         9 
Grau, Aubrey              10 
Hardesty, Macibelle     9 
Maness, Payton         12 
Martinez, Mary           11 
Peak, Ruby                 9 
Penn, Ashton               8 
Potter, Preseley           9 
Potter, Karsyn            12 
Rich, Callie                  8 
Starkey, Cheyenne     10 
Suggs, Aerie               10 
Whitney, Ella              10 
Belt, Colt                     9 
Byford, Noah               9 
Carr, Devon                10 
Chaney, Bryan            11 
Duncan, Brayden        7 
Duncan, Jaxton           9 
Hazel, Bobby              10 
Henry, Seth                11 
Jones, Jayden             8 
Markham, Gaige         9 
Martinez, Noah            7 
McCord, Asa              11 
Musser, Aiden             9 
Nesbitt, Cameron        8 
Riley, Ayden                8 
Rogers, River              9 
Starkey, Landon         10 
Starkey, Glenn           10 
Topp, Gunner              9 
Travis, Reece              7 
Valentine, Mathew      11

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County opened 

its high school fast-pitch soft-
ball season this week facing 
one of the most challenging 
schedules in school history. 

The defending Fifth District 
champion Lady Rockets were 
regional semifinalists a year 
ago and expectations are even 
greater this season. 

The beefed up schedule ex-
cludes bunnies and includes 
McCracken County, Marshall 
County, Ballard Memorial, 
Madisonville and Tilghman – 
all among the best teams in 
their respective regions. The 
Fifth District is arguably the 
best in the Second Region 
from top to bottom, said 
CCHS second-year coach 
Chris Evans, with Livingston, 
Trigg and Lyon all in the mix. 

Returning for the Rocket 
girls are all-district perform-
ers from last spring, Anna 
Boone, Elliot Evans and Elle 
McDaniel. All three hit over 
.400 last season. McDaniel 
had successful shoulder sur-
gery during the offseason to 
repair a softball throwing in-
jury suffered last summer 
with her travel team. Boone 
and Evans will handle most of 
the pitching chores, but sev-

enth graders Brodi Rich and 
Brenna Kemmer will get some 
innings in the circle. 

Back on the infield are sen-
ior shortstop Aubre Conyer 
and freshman third sacker 
Hannah Jent, whose bat is 
showing more pop this 
spring. First base will be han-
dled by Boone or sophomore 
slugger Andrea Federico and 
newcomer Macibelle Hardesty 
has been working out there, 
too, during preseason, as has 

middle-schooler Sadie Green. 
Second base will be handled 
by committee with freshman 
Morgan Piper, Rich, seventh-
grader Abigail Champion and 
junior Kayliegh Weathers get-
ting the most reps in camps. 

The outfield will be an-
chored by centerfield senior 
Jaycee Champion. Federico 
and Evans will be out there at 
times, and so could Boone. 
Senior Jaylee Champion was 
close to nailing down a start-
ing role at a corner outfield 
spot before an elbow injury 
sidelined her. Her status re-
mains unclear as the season 
gets underway, but she’s al-
most certainly out for the first 
week or two. 

Returning sophomore Geor-
gia Holeman, who has begun 
to work on slap hitting, is a 
candidate for a regular role in 
the outfield and so are Rich 
and Kemmer. A couple of 
other middle schoolers, Caro-
line Martin and Lilly Cap-
pello, show signs of promise 
in the grass and eighth-
grader Aliza Maraman contin-
ues to project as a good 
hitter. Rounding out the jun-
ior varsity roster are Haley 
Moore and Ayanna Mathews, 
who both play outfield. 

CCHS Roster 
Athlete                            Grade 
Jaycee Champion        Sr       OF 
Aubre Conyer               Sr       SS 
Jaylee  Champion        Sr       OF 
Kayleigh Weathers       Jr       2B 
Anna Boone                So        P 
Elliot  Evans                 So        P 
Andrea Federico          So      OF 
Georgia Holeman        So      OF 
Elle McDaniel              So       C 
Hannah Jent                Fr       3B 
Morgan Piper               Fr        C 
Macibelle Hardesty      Fr       1B 
Aliza Maraman            8th      OF 
Haley Moore                8th      OF 
Ayanna  Mathews       8th      OF 
Abigail Champion        7th      SS 
Brodi Rich                   7th      2B 
Brenna Kemmer          7th      OF 
Sadie Green                7th      1B 
Caroline Martin            7th      OF 
Lilly Cappello               7th      OF 

SOFTBALL 
March 11 Hopkins Central (W) 
March 15 Mayfield 
March 16 Carlisle County 
March 16 at Ballard Memorial 
March 18 at Trigg County 
March 22 Tilghman  
March 25 McCracken County 
March 26 Madisonville 
March 28 Lyon County 
March 30 at Livingston Central 
April 5-6 Clarksville, Tenn. Tourn. 
April 11 Caldwell County 
April 12 at Madisonville  
April 15 Trigg County 
April 16 Livingston Central  
April 18 at Union County 
April 20 at Calloway County 
April 22 at Lyon County  
April 25 at Marshall County 
April 27 Webster County 
April 27 Hickman County 
April 29 Henderson County 
May 2 Christian County 
May 3 at Mayfield 
May 6 at Webster County  
May 9 Union County 
May 10 at Murray 
May 13 at Caldwell County 
May 16 at Hopkins Central 
May 17 Ballard Memorial  
May 18 at Tilghman 
 

Track opens season with young boys, strong girls squads

Crittenden County High School’s fast-pitch softball team members are (front from left) Kayliegh Weathers, Aubre Conyer, Jaycee 
Champion, Jaylee Champion, (middle) Aliza Maraman, Lilly Cappello, Brodi Rich, Haley Moore, Sadie Green, Caroline Martin, 
 Abigail Champion, Brenna Kemmer, Macibelle Hardesty, (back) coaches Matt Jent and Jamie Brown, Elle McDaniel, Georgia Hole-
man, Anna Boone, Elliot Evans, Andrea Federico, Morgan Piper, Hannah Jent and coaches Shawn Holeman and Chris Evans.

Rocket hurler Asa McCord fielded a comebacker to the mound then wheels to make a thow at 
first base during CCHS’s scrimmage Thursday at home against Murray High. 



 50 YEARS AGO 
March 14, 1974 
n A taste of summer had visited the 
county in early March as tempera-
tures soared high enough to cause a 
tulip tree in the lawn of Bob Crooks to 
burst into full bloom. 
n John May, president of the West 
Kentucky Cattlemen's Association, 
presented awards to 4-H members 
Jimmy Boone and Joan Sanders for 
their participation in the 4-H Graze-
More-Beef project. The presentations 
were made at the 4-H Achievement 
banquet at Marion Methodist Church. 
n The arrival of warmer weather 
came just in time to accompany the 
purchase of new playground equip-
ment for Tolu Elementary school. The 
Tolu PTA purchased nine swings and 
six see-saws which provided a great 
deal of fun and exercise for students. 
They also provided three new basket-
ball backboards and support poles. 
n The Crittenden County Lions Club 
participated in testing the eyes of the 
students in all schools in the county. 
Through the donated time of local op-
tometrist Dr. Howard Mathis and 
some members, the Lions Club met 
its objective to complete examina-
tions for all Crittenden County stu-
dents. 

 

25 YEARS AGO 
March 18, 1999 
n From 1980 to 1982, Shannon 
Weaver’s father, Norm, was the head 
boys’ basketball coach at Crittenden 
County High School. Shannon was a 
good player on his dad’s teams for 
two years as both a small forward 
and an off guard. He played as a 
Rocket during his sophomore and 
junior season before finishing his 
high school career at Edmonson 
County, after his dad left to coach 
there. In 1997 he accepted a job at 
Auburn University as the assistant 
men’s basketball coach under head 
coach Cliff Ellis. The Auburn Tigers 
were the number one seed heading 
into the NCAA tournament and there-
fore, Weaver would be on the side-
lines for an NCAA sweet 16. 
n The Cumberland River Chapter of 
the National Wild Turkey Federation 
named two recipients of FFA scholar-
ships during its annual banquet. 
Jamie Hunt and Corey Payne were 
awarded $250 scholarships.The local 
NWTF chapter named the annual 
FFA scholarship for long-time state 
fish and wildlife employee Doug 
Travis. 
n Farmers Bank and Trust Company 

of Marion earned a 5-star superior 
rating, its 40th in a row, according to 
Bauer Financial Reports, Inc., Coral 
Gables, Fla., the nation’s leading in-
dependent bank research firm. 
 

10 YEARS AGO 
March 13, 2014 
n For the second year in a row, Erin 
McDonald was selected to perform 
the national anthem at the Kentucky 
High School Athletic Association’s 
Girls’ Sweet 16 basketball tourna-
ment on the campus of Western Ken-
tucky University. 
n Crittenden County two-sport stand-
out Brenden Phillips signed a letter of 
intent to play baseball at Brescia Uni-
versity in Owensboro. Phillips was a 
catcher who hit. 250 as a junior for 
the Rockets and was second on the 
team for on-base percentage and 
third in hits, among other impressive 
statistics. 
n Colby Davis earned high marks for 
the creative proposal he choreo-
graphed in asking Bethany Heaton 
for her hand in marriage. Using a 
giant puzzle he ordered online and 
the handiwork of his co-workers at 
National Railway Equipment Co, in 
Paducah, Davis led Heaton on a 
scavenger hunt for puzzle pieces be-
fore popping the question on the 
dock of his uncle’s McCracken 
County pond. 
 

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 

County moves to surplus 
items at former courthouse 
 

County officials last week okayed a plan to donate 
shrubbery around the former courthouse to the 
Phyllis Sykes Reading Garden at Crittenden County 
Elementary School. 

Sykes, a former teacher 
and city councilwoman, 
tragically drowned in her 
backyard pool almost two 
years ago. 

Volunteers plan to dig 
up the ornamental plants 
and reuse them at the school. 

In others business during a special fiscal court 
meeting last week, magistrates gave their blessing 
to a contract to hire Buntin Auction Service to sell 
furniture, fixtures and any other valuable metals or 
items from the former courthouse in a public auc-
tion tentatively planned for April 20. 

The courthouse in the center of town will soon be 
torn down to make room for a nearly $20 million 
justice center. 

•The court also approved a move to make Jason 
Singleton administrator of the county dog shelter. 

 

KDFWR prescribed burning 
at Big Rivers wildlife area 

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Re-
sources is planning to conduct several prescribed 
burns on the Big Rivers Wildlife Management Area in 
Crittenden and Union counties this week.  

During this period, the public may notice smoke 
arising from the Wildlife Management Area.  

Temporary road closures on Bells Mine Road may 
also be experienced. 

 

Bridge south of Dycusburg 
closed, traffic rerouting 

Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) has 
closed a section of KY 295 at the Lyon-Crittenden 
County Line between Eddyville and Dycusburg to en-
sure public safety after engineering inspections 
identified structural issues on a bridge. The section 
will be closed to traffic until further notice while en-
gineers determine if the bridge can be repaired or 
replaced.   

An inspection team found deterioration of struc-
tural beams at the Livingston Creek Bridge. The 
bridge is located between Joe Peek Road in Lyon 
County and Millie Peek Road in Crittenden County. 
Motorists should avoid the area, use an alternate 
route and plan more travel time for commutes. Sig-
nage and barricades will be posted miles ahead of 
the bridge to restrict travel. 

Approximately 675 vehicles a day travel this sec-
tion of KY 295 on average. 

All Kentucky bridges get a detailed inspection 
every two years, with long-span river and lake 
bridges getting an extra walk-through inspection 
annually.  KYTC certified inspectors are responsible 
for inspecting bridges on all public roads in the 
Commonwealth. 

 

Amish with ties to county 
perish in Wisconsin crash 

Former members of Crittenden County’s Amish 
community perished in a tragic traffic accident Fri-
day in what is being called the second deadliest 
crash in Wisconsin history. 

Seven of nine people killed in the wreck had either 
lived here or have relatives still residing in Critten-
den County. Also dead was the driver of the van car-
rying the Amish family group from Virginia to 
Wisconsin to visit other family. The crash ocurred in 
Clark County, Wisc., at an intersection of a rural 
two-lane highway. 

Those who died were driver James McCoy of 
Pounding Mill, Va. The Amish were Linda Byler, 44; 
Lydia Byler, 24, Linda's daughter; Ellen Schrock, 23, 
also Linda’s daughter; Orlah Schrock, 24, Ellen's 

husband; Judy Rose Schrock, 6 months old, who is 
Ellen and Orlah's daughter; Delilah Schrock, 21, 
Orlah's sister; and Suzanna Hertzler, 18. All were 
from around Burke’s Garden, Va., in Tazwell County. 

The driver of the tractor-trailer that collided with 
the van is also dead, according to reports from a 
Wisconsin television station. The only survivor was 
two-year-old Micah Schrock. The news report said 
his grandparents from Virginia had arrived in Wis-
consin to be with the hospitalized child. 

 

What to know about auto registration 
system still experiencing problems 

Kentucky County Clerks Association has important 
information for the public as it continues to work 
through the implementation of the state's new vehi-
cle registration system known as KAVIS. County 
clerks are processing an increasing number of 
transactions each day; however, there are still sig-
nificant delays and problematic transactions. 

KCCA leadership has expressed concerns and 
frustrations with the Kentucky Transportation Cabi-
net (KYTC) on behalf of customers and motor vehicle 
staff. KYTC shares that the KAVIS team is working 
seven days a week to correct programming errors 
that continue to plague KAVIS. In addition, too often, 
inconsistent information is being shared with clerks 
by KYTC's Motor Vehicle Licensing Division (MVL) 
about transactions, potential workarounds and even 
MVL's level of assistance with problematic transac-
tions. This slows down service for customers. 

Kentucky county clerks continue to call on KYTC 
officials to resolve the issues within MVL and restore 
dependable support. The group asks customers to 
be as prepared as possible when they visit the 
clerk’s office. The following steps will make the visit 
more efficient: 

•Bring your driver's license or state issued identi-
fication card. 

•Bring your renewal notice and previous year's 
registration. 

•Bring your Kentucky proof of insurance printed or 
refer to your County Clerk if there is an insurance 
email address or fax number available for your 
county. 

•Be prepared to wait longer than normal. It takes 
time to work through each customer's account and 
merge vehicles for each customer. 

•Check your County Clerk's Holiday Hours for 
March 29 and March 30. 

•For any transaction by mail, online or drop-off 
include a contact phone number so you can be 
reached. 

• KYTC's web portal drive.ky.gov is available for 
renewals with verified proof of insurance and the 
customer is current with all taxes owed. 

March is the busiest month of the year in the 
County Clerks' motor vehicle departments. Cur-
rently, 963,462 renewal notices were mailed all with 
a March 2024 expiration date, compared to 310,019 
in January and 296,490 in February. March renewals 
include all farm tags, campers, trailers, March birth-
date renewals, fleets, heavyweight plates, and the 
start of boat renewal season. 

 

3 local students on EKU list 
Three Crittenden County students were named to 

the Dean’s List and President’s List at Eastern Ken-
tucky University for the fall 2023 term.  

Will Perkins was named to the Dean’s List; and 
Kady Parrish and Lili Newcom were named to the 
President’s List. Parrish is studying police studies 
and Newcom criminal justice. 

To achieve Dean’s List honors, students attempt-
ing 12 credit hours must earn a 3.75 GPA, students 
attempting 13 credit hours must earn a 3.65 GPA, 
and students attempting 14 or more credit hours 
must earn a 3.5 GPA. All grade point averages are 
out of a possible 4.0. 

 
Between Printed Editions  

Tune in to The Press Online 
for breaking news.  

We also ask that you subscribe to  
our YouTube Channel.  

It’s a Free Service to Our Readers! 
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Community enjoys events provided by schools

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Schools today are so 
much different today 
than they were in my 
school days, there is no 
comparison.  In some 
ways they are better, in 
other, maybe not.  It is 
all in the way we judge 
values and the way life-
styles have changed.

–––
The school day would 

start at 8 o’clock each 
morning with the bell 
sounding for “books.” 
Nobody liked to be tar-
dy and usually every-
one was there.  The bell 
was either mounted on 
a pole, or at Crayne, the 
teacher carried a hand 
bell which she would 
stand on the porch and 
ring.  Everybody lined 
up and marched into the 
schoolhouse in 
an orderly fash-
ion.

Most school-
houses were 
built with the 
door or doors on 
one end of the 
building with the 
blackboard on 
the wall at the 
other end.  At 
the beginning of 
the school day 
昀rst order of the 
morning would 
be roll call by the 
teacher, some 
days we would 
answer with a 
Bible verse. “Je-
sus saves,” was 
always a favorite.

From the archives of 
The Crittenden Press 
come these fond memo-
ries of school days and 
activities gone by.  Re-
member these days of a 
simpler time and a slow-
er pace of life. 

–––
May 23, 1947, Frances 

School Hosts the
Grand Ole Opry

Appearing in person 
at Frances High School 
gym are WSM Grand Ole 
Opry entertainers, in-
cluding Grandpa Jones 
and his children, fea-
turing Lonzo and Oscar, 
Lillie Bell, pretty singer 
of songs, Ramona Cham-
pion, old time girl 昀ddler, 
Clyde and Marie Dilleha, 
the Tenn. Sweethearts, 
Loyd George and Rollin 
Sullivan.

–––
June 6, 1947, County 

Spring Rally Day
Winners

The four high scoring 
4-H winners of Spring 
Rally Day Contests will 
accompany County 
Agent O. M. Shelby and 
Miss Roberta Croft, lead-
er of the Tolu 4-H Club, 
to Lexington June 9 to 
enter various Farm and 
Home Contest and to 
enjoy the 昀ne programs 
scheduled for work, fun 
and fellowship of all Ken-
tucky 4-H members at-
tending.

Miss Jackie Lee Mile of 
Tolu Club will represent 
Crittenden County in the 
Kentucky Style Revue 
Contest, Miss Mildred 
Underdown of Hebron 
Club will be our Canning 
Judge Contestant, and 
Virgil Cook, Jr. of He-
bron and Jimmie Brown 
of Shady Grove will rep-
resent the county in the 
Water Management Con-
test.  The trip of these 
4-H contestants and 
leader was sponsored by 
the Crittenden County 
Farm Bureau.

–––
Aug. 8, 1947 – Owen 

School News
Mrs. Edna Hodge, in-

structor at Owen, gave 
her pupils, patrons and 
friends an ice cream sup-
per on Saturday night. 
A large crowd attended. 
Miss Jean Tabor was 
awarded the cake for the 
prettiest girl, and $17 
was cleared and will be 
used for the bene昀t of the 
district and library books 
for the school. A prize of 
a watermelon was given 
to the man having the 
dirtiest feet. A man from 
Marion was awarded the 
watermelon.

–––
Nov. 7, 1947,

Dycusburg School
The box supper at the 

school building Friday, 
Oct. 24, was quite a suc-
cess.  The 昀sh pond was 
a novelty for the little 
folks.  

A pair of socks was 
given to Milley Peek for 
being the “worst hen-

pecked man” present.  
James Polk was winner 
of the cake which was 
raf昀ed off, and a cake 
was given for the most 
beautiful girl.

The proceeds were 
$87.91, which will be 
used for some very 
much-needed improve-
ments for the school.

–––
Feb 11, 1949 – Cop-
peras Springs School 
Winner In Improve-

ment Move
The Copperas Springs 

School won 昀rst place 
and a prize of $30 for 
making the most im-
provements on buildings 
and school grounds for 
the present school year.  
A total of $52.27 per 
pupil enrolled was used 

for making 
the improve-
ments.  Mrs. 
Arrie Joyce is 
the teacher.

Lily Dale 
School, with 
Mrs. Nel-
lie Stallions 
as teacher, 
won second 
place and a 
prize of $25.  
This school 
e x p e n d e d 
$27.15 per 
pupil for 
school im-
provement.

Tolu won 
third place 
and a prize 

of $20. Tolu contributed 
$17.48 per pupil for im-
provements.  Mrs. Cleo 
Croft is principal.

Fourth place and a 
prize of $10 went to For-
est Grove school. Mr. 
George Wofford is teach-
er.  Improvements were 
$10.68 per pupil.

Other schools report-
ing and their rating were 
as follows: Frances with 
sixth place; White Hall 

with seventh place; Pin-
ey Fork eighth place; 
Glendale ninth place and 
Boaz tenth place.

–––
Feb. 25, 1949,

Crayne School Hold 
Closing Exercises

Commencement exer-
cises for the eighth grade 
were held at Crayne 
school Friday morning, 
Feb. 18, at 10 o’clock.

The invocation was 
conducted by Rev. Felix 
Sanders, pastor of Mar-
ion Methodist Church. 
His message was on 
“Things Necessary to Ob-
tain Happiness” which 
was inspirational to all 
present.

Principal speaker of 
the hour was County 
Attorney D. H. Postleth-
weighte. The subject of 
his address was “Value 
of Effort.” Diplomas were 
presented by the teach-
er, Hayden Harpending, 
to the following stu-
dents: Carol Ruth Per-
ryman, valedictorian of 
the class; salutatorian 

honors went to Clarence 
Norman Winters; others 
were Clement Mae But-
ler, James Lee Norman 
and Mildred Vanhooser.

In the primary and up-
per grades there were 10 
pupils who received hon-
or certi昀cates for perfect 
attendance. The teach-
ers, Mr. Harpending and 
Miss Gladys Graves, re-

port a successful school 
term.  Many improve-
ments were added to 
both school building and 
the grounds.

–––
March 4, 1949,

Lilly Dale
Our school closed 

last Friday with a small 
program  Those pres-
ent besides the parents 
were Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Haynes and Mr. and Mrs. 
J. P. Loyd.

The children receiving 
diplomas from the eighth 
grade were Marvin Or-
dway, Reuben Parmley 
and Jimmy Stallions.

Those receiving cer-
ti昀cates and awards 
for perfect attendance 
were Eugene Sutton, 
Leon Sutton, Donna Fay 
Rushing and Donald Ray 
Rushing.

Those receiving prizes 
for the most headmarks 
for the entire years 
were as follows:  Grade 
II – Katherine Parmley; 
Grade III – Donna Fay 
Rushing; Grade IV – 
Gladys Parmley; Grade 
VI – Jackie Stallions; 
Grade VII – Eugene Sut-
ton, and Grade VIII – 
Marvin Ordway.

–––

March 1949.
Piney Fork 

School closed at Pin-
ey Fork on Feb. 25, with 
Mrs. Dorothy Booker, 
teacher. Parents and 
friends took a basket 
dinner and games were 
played in the morning 
and lunch was served at 
noon. It was voted unan-
imously for Mrs. Booker 
to return another year as 
teacher.  

Eighth grade students 
that passed their exams 
were Martha Jean Alex-
ander, Beauton Corley, 
Wendell Ordway and 
Carlos Bond.

––– 
I am thankful I grew 

up in the time period I 
did and was able to at-
tend the one and two-
room school at Crayne. 
I often reminisce about 
the “good old days,” and 
one of my favorite topics 
is the old school days.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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Advertisements tell of fun events taking place at two 
small county schools. Everyone looked forward to 
these fun school get-togethers. The whole community 
would take part in the festivities, and in doing so, they 
supported their community schools.
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work our farmers put in each day.
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FARM 
Continued from page 1 

world. They can say what 
they want to about those 
guys out in Vegas, but 
the American Farmer is 
the biggest gambler,” 
said 62-year-old Stephen 
Hill, who’s lived and 
worked among Kentucky 
agriculture his entire life.  

Hill, who is currently a 
sales consultant for Ken-
tucky American Seed, 
says farmers are big risk 
takers who must process 
a remarkable business 
sense, understand mar-
keting and government 
programs and be hard 
working. 

“Then they have to rely 
on the Good Lord above 
to make it all happen for 
them,” said Hill, who is 
also a member of the 
Crittenden County Farm 
Bureau Board of Direc-
tors. 

Developing a glimpse of 
contemporary conditions 
down on the farm, one 
would need to examine 
banking and lending 
trends, commodity and 
livestock prices, input 
costs, land prices and 
other sometimes volatile 
data. The good news is 
farming is largely cycli-
cal, according to Philip 
Parish of P&H Farms, 
one of the largest opera-
tions in the region.  

Now in his 50s, Parish 
is no longer counted 
among Kentucky’s young 
farmers, but his son 
Rhett is, and he tries to 
make sense of where it’s 
going for his family’s 
sake. A multi-genera-
tional farmer, Parish re-
members when times 
were just as tough. He’s 
seen the highs and lows 
and has faith in the in-
dustry. 

“People preach gloom 
and doom like it’s never 
going to get better. This 
thing is cyclical. Around 
2015 and 2016 it got 
pretty tough. We were 
making good crops, but 
commodity prices were 
low and it was tough,” he 
said. 

Parish says projections 
are indicating a three-
year retreat in commod-
ity prices. Right now, he 
says corn prices for deliv-
ering next fall are slightly 
above $4 a bushel. Last 
year, it was around $7. 
Beans are down, too, and 
July wheat has tanked to 
a point it is paying 
around $2 less than a 
year earlier. 

Steve Watson, branch 
manager at C-Plant Fed-
eral Credit Union and a 
director on the Chamber 
of Commerce board, is 
hearing that some farm-
ers are converting 
acreage from row crops 
to pasture in order to 
take advantage of higher 
beef prices just as corn 
and beans are falling.  

Hill and Watson both 
agree that interest rates 
are also creating concern 
for row croppers. Hill 
said chemical and seed 
companies that were of-
fering zero-percent fi-
nancing on input 
materials in recent years 
can no longer meet those 
very generous terms.  

“It takes Fort Knox to 
put out a crop. Input 
prices for these farmers 
are incredible. I saw one 
report that it costs $400 
to $500 acres to put out 
a crop,” said Watson, 

who has a history in farm 
lending. 

Conventional operating 
loans that farmers could 
get for three-percent not 
long ago are now fetching 
eight or more percent. 

“Interest rates have 
been good to us for a long 
time,” Parish said. “But 
now, we’re seeing rates 
that we haven’t seen in 
20 years.” 

According to a study by 
Purdue University, input 
prices for fertilizer ele-
ments such as anhy-
drous ammonia, potash 
and diammonium phos-
phate were up 20 to 30 
percent from 2018 to 
2022.  

Additionally, diesel and 
agricultural chemicals 
were both up more than 
10 percent. 

Parish says those farm 
input prices have stabi-
lized, even dropped a bit 
since 2022, but interest 
rates continue to have a 
choke hold on farmers, 
no matter the size of the 
operation. 

While Kentucky data 
from 2022 Ag Census re-
leased about three weeks 
ago show a large growth 
in agricultural produc-
tion – at $8 billion, up 
nearly 40 percent from 
2017 figures – there are 
mixed observations 
about the future of farm-
ing in the common-
wealth. 

In late February, Ken-
tucky Farm Bureau Pres-
ident Eddie Melton of 
Webster County, in the 
bureau’s Across Ken-
tucky report, said dis-
turbing trends can be 
found in those census 
figures. 

“From 2017 to 2022, 
we lost 7,500 farms and 
500,000 acres of farm 
land. That’s a lot in my 
mind,” Melton said, 
pointing out that making 
a living, working hard 
and buying land is the 
hope of all young farm-
ers. 

Meanwhile, land prices 
have skyrocketed. Recre-
ational demand for unde-
veloped land has driven 
the price of an acre of 
Crittenden County land 
to more than $3,000 in 
some cases, says Prop-
erty Valuation Adminis-
trator Todd Perryman. 

The Hunts are looking 
to rent more farmland, 
but aren’t willing to travel 
too far to find it. 

“We would like to have 
more in our circle,” Cody 
said, pointing to areas of 
the county where he and 
his father grow grain and 
cattle.  

“You can buy a little 
ground, and try to get it 
paid down, then get an-
other piece, but you have 
to go slow,” said Van 
Hunt, who is 64 and 
knows any debt now will 
be a burden on the next 
generation.  

Paying for expense 
farmland is a ticklish op-
eration. 

“Four-dollar corn isn’t 
pretty,” Van adds, point-
ing out that renting can 
be just as risky as buy-
ing. 

Profitability is the key 
to improving farming’s 
future, Melton said in 
that Farm Bureau report, 
but finding financial se-
curity amid today’s high 
input costs, big interest 
rates and incredible land 
prices is difficult. 

Still, Kentucky’s mar-

ket value of livestock and 
poultry sold in 2022 was 
$4.2 billion and the mar-
ket value of crops sold 
was nearly $3.8 billion. 
Net cash farm income in 
2022 was $2.4 billion, a 
56 percent increase over 
2017. The state ranks 
eighth in the nation in 
beef cattle inventory, 
having the highest num-
ber of beef cattle for any 
state east of the Missis-
sippi River. 

Agriculture remains 
strong in Kentucky – a 
state devoted to remain-

ing agrarian through 
statutes and regulations 
– but there’s a new threat 
to farming. It’s recre-
ation.  

Out-of-state money is 
lifting land prices. In 
Crittenden County, un-
developed land was 
fetching less than $1,000 
an acre. It’s tripled in 
price. The whitetail deer 
is a double-edged sword 
for farmers. The pursuit 
of game animals like the 
deer is largely responsi-
ble for the supply-and-
demand pressures on 

acreage, but the animals 
eat a fair share of the 
profit. 

“We lose far more to 
deer than we do to 
drought or flooding,” 
Parish said. “They eat up 
a whole lot of acreage.” 

Hill says other land 
uses are also taking a toll 
on farming, from housing 
complexes to solar en-
ergy sites. 

“Over in Fredonia, 
some of the best produc-
tion ground in this part 
of the country is being 
converted into a solar 

farm,” he said. “Honestly, 
there are not that many 
young people getting into 
farming. Farms are just 
getting bigger and big-
ger.” 

On one hand, Hill says 
he can count almost all 
of the family farmers left 
in the county. Many of 
the larger-scale regional 
farmers are also here. 
Unless you inherit prop-
erty, buying into the 
farming sector is chal-
lenging. So is leasing and 
renting.
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TAX 
Continued from page 1 
cost increases across the 
board on everything,” New-
com said. 

By law, county insurance 
tax rates must be submit-
ted to the Department of 
Insurance by the end of 
March. That’s why the 
county is working earnestly 
to determine whether 
there’s an appetite among 
magistrates to raise the 
rates. 

Taxable under the ordi-
nance are insurance pre-
miums on fire and allied 
perils, liability and casu-
alty, automobile, inland 
marine and other risks. 
However, there will be no 
tax on life insurance or 
health premiums. 

Last year from its two-
percent tax rate, Critten-
den County Fiscal Court 
received $145,557 in in-
surance tax revenue. 
Oddly, that figure was just 

more than $180,000 in 
2022 and about $165,000 
in 2021. Through three 
quarters of 2023, the 
county’s revenue was 
$160,577, so it’s back up 
after a decline last year, 
likely due to hefty in-
creases on insurance pre-
miums as companies work 
to recoup millions spent on 
claims from recent storms. 

Ken Brown, a retired 
Kentucky Farm Bureau in-
surance agent, was at the 
meeting last week. He 
pointed out that insurance 
rates for customers are 
going up 15 to 35% in 
some cases because of re-
cent widespread hail and 
other storm claims. 

The insurance tax in-
crease will be added on top 
of those increases. 

County revenue should 
organically increase based 
on higher premiums, even 
without a rate increase. 

Magistrates discussed an 
option that would raise the 
insurance rate 1%, but if 

the county settled on a 3% 
insurance premium tax it 
might then opt to raise the 
occupational tax. Also, 
known as a payroll tax, the 
county’s rate is .05 per-
cent. Most employers are 
required to withhold that 
tax from its employees’ 
checks then remit it to the 
county treasurer quarterly. 
Some employees, such as 
those who work for the fed-
eral government, are sup-
posed to self-report and 
pay the occupational tax. 

If you pay annual pre-
mium of $500 on an auto 
or home, you’ve been pay-
ing just over $10 for your 
county insurance premium 
tax. On your premium bill, 
it’s slightly higher than $10 
because the Department of 
Insurance takes a fee to 
collect and administer the 
tax, making the actual ef-
fective rate slightly above 
2%. If this proposal passes 
on second reading, your 
tax will go to just over $20. 

SHED 
Continued from page 1 

recall, was the subject of an ar-
ticle we had in the paper a few 
years ago about her wounded-
deer-tracking dog. So, now you 
know why they are all friends. 
There was no hint of a conspir-
acy when JoEllen invited Randi 
Dae to go shed hunting one 
sunny day. 

“She stepped perfectly right 
over my purposefully placed 
trap,” said JoEllen. “She lit up 
like a Christmas tree! Lucas 
then came out of nowhere and 
got down on one knee.” 

She said, Yes! 
The couple met about four 

years ago when a young wildlife 
technician from eastern Ken-
tucky ended up on an official 
KDFWR excursion banding wood 
ducks. Lo and behold, there was 
Randi Dae tagging along with 
her conservation officer father. 
About a year ago, the two offi-
cially began dating.  

It’s truly a natural match 
made in heaven. Lucas Powell and Randi Dae Conway



for sale
Natural gas 昀replace, 
1,500 BTU, 43” height, 44 
½ “ wide, 16 ½” deep. Can 
text pics. $1,000. (270) 
704-5047 (2t-12-c)ks
3,000 BTU  propane logs. 
$1,000. (270) 704-5047. 
(2t-12-c) ks
7 ft. tall oak pantry, 18” 
wide, 24” deep. $100; oak 
pedestal table, $75. Can 
text pics. (270) 704-5047 
(2t-12-c)ks
Antique Victorian bed-
room suite, burl walnut, 
full size bed with tall head-
board carved dog heads 
on ends, wash stand, 
dresser with mirror, both 
have marble tops, com-
plete with Sleep Num-
ber mattress, all in great 
condition, $4,000. Sturgis 
(270) 333-4638. (2t-10-p)
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to 
post a classi昀ed ad.

wanted
Looking for hay ground/
pasture ground. Will pay 
by the bale and/or by the 
acre. Call or text (270) 

704-1787. (12-12-p)

employment 

$16.20 MINIMUM WAGE!!  
SIGN-ON BONUSES 
FOR MOST POSITIONS!!  
Earle C. Clements Job 
Corps Academy is seek-
ing employees. We offer 
a competitive salary, ben-
e昀ts package, and ad-
vancement opportunities.  
MTC is an equal oppor-
tunity employer-Minority/
Female/Disabled/Veteran. 
To view current open-
ings,  view quali昀cations, 
and apply, please visit our 
website: www.mtcjobs.
com “Building Tomorrow’s 
Futures Today” (tfc-c)
Class A CDL ROUTE & 
DROP-HOOK DRIVERS 
NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! 
Local position.  Mileage/
piece rate pay plus in-
centives. Bene昀ts include 
Medical, Dental, Vision, 
401k, Life Insurance.    
Apply at Liberty Tire Re-
cycling, 2071 US 60 West, 
Marion KY or email re-
sume to hmaloney@lib-
ertytire.com. Call for more 
info 270-965-3613. EOE. 
(2t-11-c)

services
Springtime is here! Do 
you need a job done? Big 

or small, give us a call, ( 
270) 704-1888. Better 
Built Home Solutions: 
Decks, pressure washing, 
window washing, roo昀ng, 
painting, tree trimming/
cutting, general main-
tenance jobs and much 
more! Free estimates! 
(8t-19-c) ks
Weekend remodeling. 
Flooring, decks, small car-
pentry work. Call Ben Ev-
ans and Gabe Mott (270) 
704-6572 or (270) 704-
6158. (TfC)
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions, rock drive-
ways, clean ditches. Call 
for quote (270) 724-4672, 
Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (20t-9-p)

notice
Notice is hereby given 
that the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources, #1 Sportsman 
Lane, Frankfort, Ky 40601 
is planning to conduct 
several prescribed burns 
on the Big Rivers Wildlife 
Management Area in Crit-
tenden and Union Coun-
ties.  The burn period is 
expected to occur be-
tween March 11 through 

April 15, 2024.  During 
this period, the public may 
notice smoke arising from 
the Wildlife Management 
Area and temporary road 
closures on Bells Mine 
Rd. (1t-11-c)
The Regular Session of 
Crittenden County Fiscal 
Court has been resched-
uled to Tuesday, March 
19th at 8:30 am due to a 
con昀ict with associational 
annual conference.   This 
meeting will be held as a 
Special Meeting agenda.  
All parties interested in 
addressing the 昀scal court 
must notify the Of昀ce of 
Judge Executive by Noon 
on Monday, March 18, 
2024 in order to be placed 
on the agenda. (1t-10-c)
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Prov-
idence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and 
for only $250. Save time 
and money by making one 
call for all! For more infor-
mation, contact the classi-
昀ed department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at 
advertising@the-press.
com.

legal notice
LaDelicia Mexican 
Restaurant, dba La Canti-
na with an address of 109 

Morningside Drive, Mari-
on, KY 42064 hereby de-
clares intention(s) to apply 
for a NQ2 retail drink li-
cense(s) and special Sun-
day sales license no later 
than March 15, 2024. The 
business to be licensed 
will be located at 109 
Morningside Drive,Mari-
on, Ky. 42064. Doing busi-
ness as La Cantina. The 
owner, Graciela Bruce of 
346 Rail Road Hill Road, 
Grand Rivers, Ky. 42045. 
Any person, association, 
corporation, or body politic 
may protest the granting 
of license(s) by writing the 
Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control, 500 
Mero Street 2NE3, Frank-
fort, Ky. 40601-8400, with-
in 30 days (KRS 243.430) 
of the date of this legal 

publication. (4t-12-c)
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    The
Crittenden Press

125 E. Bellville St., P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064 • (270) 965-3191

information@the-press.com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or less are $6 for one 
week, with a 10-cent charge for each word over 
the initial 20. Run the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. Now, all regular 
classi昀ed ads are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no extra charge.
You can also reach more than one million 
readers with one call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 newspapers for only 
$250.
It is the policy of The Crittenden Press Inc., to 
fully comply with the Fair Housing Act and to 
never knowingly publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, 
national origin, sex, disability or family status. If 
you believe an advertisement published in this 
newspaper is discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at (270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for ads on this page 
are within the 270 area code unless otherwise 
noted.

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth of Kentucky
Crittenden Circuit Court
Marion, KY 42064
Case No. 24-CI-00016

WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND 
SOCIETY, FSB, NOT IN ITS INDI-
VIDUAL CAPACITY, BUT SOLE-
LY AS LEGAL TITLE TRUSTEE 
FOR BCAT 2019-22TT, Plaintiff v. 
UNKNOWN SPOUSE, IF ANY, OF 
BETTY WALKER; UNKNOWN 
HEIRS, LEGATEES, DEVISEES, 
EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRA-
TORS AND ASSIGNS AND 
THEIR SPOUSES, IF ANY, OF 
BETTY WALKER; CRITTENDEN 
COUNTY; Defendants;

Notice is hereby given that an action 
has been fi led against UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE, IF ANY, OF BETTY 
WALKER; UNKNOWN HEIRS, 
LEGATEES, DEVISEES, EXECU-
TORS, ADMINISTRATORS AND 
ASSIGNS AND THEIR SPOUSES, 
IF ANY, OF BETTY WALKER; 
CRITTENDEN COUNTY, Defen-
dants. The subject of this action is 
the following tract of land situated 
in Crittenden County, Kentucky, 
and more specifi cally described as 
follows:  

A certain tract or parcel of land ly-
ing and being in Crittenden County, 
Kentucky, on the water of Hoods 
Creek, and bounded and described 
as follows:

Beginning at a stake on the west 
side of KY 365, said stake being 30 
feet from center of road and 36 feet  
North of the center of an 18 inch 
concrete pipe crossing said road, also 
being about 0.7 miles North of Baker 
Church and about 2.5 miles North 
of US 60 and being a new corner; 
thence with said Highway S 40-3/4 E 
306 feet to a stake, being 45 feet from 
the center of the Highway and on the 
East side of an old road and corner 
to J.D. Russell; thence with the East 
side of the old road and Russell’s line 
due South 232 feet to a stake, S 15 ¼ 
E 208 feet to a stake, S 29 ½ E 288 
feet to a 12 inch hickory on the West 
side of the
od road and corner to E.O. Phillips; 
thence with his line N. 86 ¼ W pass-
ing said Phillips and Orbie Walker’s 
corner then continuing with Walker’s 
line 428 feet to a stake, a new corner 
and in the East line of
A 40 feet R.E.A. power line ease-
ment; thence with said easement N 9 
W 700 feet to a stake on the Northern 
side of a draw, a new corner; thence 
with another new division line N 36 
½ E 243 feet to the beginning con-
taining 6.04 acres by survey, as sur-
veyed by Billy J. May, surveyor, LS 
878, on March 9, 1974, and a plat as 
made by said surveyor is attached to 
this Deed and made a part hereof, and 
to be recorded herewith.

If the right of way for highway 365 is 
60 feet in width all along the frontage 
of this property, then it would appear 
that as the fi rst call is 30 feet from 
the center of the highway and the 
second call is 45 feet from the center 
of the highway, if there is any land 
belonging to fi rst parties between the 
said highway and the fi rst line of this 
survey which is 306 feet long, and if 
fi rst parties own any land between 
the highway and this line of 306 feet 
long, then fi rst parties do hereby con-
vey any and all land which they own 
between the highway and this bound-
ary line of 306 feet. 

Being the same property conveyed 
from Aubrey Phillips and his wife, 
Sue Phillips, to Bobby Walker and 
Betty Walker, husband and wife 
J/T/R/S, by deed recorded 03/30/74, 
in book 115, at page 494, in the reg-
ister’s offi ce of Crittenden County, 
Kentucky. 

Tax Map or Parcel ID NO. : 077-00-
00-002.03

Anyone interested in this action 
should contact Cobie D. Evans, At-
torney at Law, P.O. Box 99, Smith-
land, Kentucky (270) 928- 4620.
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In 2013, Kentucky 
Commissioner of Agricul-
ture James Comer asked 
farmers across the Com-
monwealth to step up and 
make an extra donation to 
the future of agriculture 
when renewing their farm 
plates. It was then that 
the “Ag Tag” program was 
born.

Every year since, when 
farmers renew their farm 
license plates, they have 
the opportunity to donate 
$10 to the “Ag Tag” fund. 
The donation may seem 

small, but the impact on 
the state’s agriculture 
youth is not.

Ag Tag donations are 
equally divided among 
Kentucky 4-H, Kentucky 
FFA, and the Kentucky 
Department of Agricul-
ture (KDA) for Kentucky 
Proud and youth devel-
opment and promotional 
programs.

Each of the organiza-
tions uses these funds to 
invest in future leaders. 
Speci昀cally, KDA funds 
support programs like 

the Kentucky Ag Athletes 
of the Year scholarship, 
the Kentucky Agricultur-
al Leadership Program 
(KALP), Kentucky Wom-
en in Agriculture annual 
conference, and AgLand at 
the Kentucky State Fair. 
Kentucky FFA uses their 
funds to support more 
than $20,000 in agricul-
ture program grants to 
make capital investments 
in curriculum or facilities, 
as well as providing funds 
to each of the 12 FFA re-
gions for educational pro-

gramming and student 
recognition. The Kentucky 
4-H Foundation uses its 
portion to support state-
wide programs such their 
annual Teen Conference, 
the 4-H Teen Summit and 
state of昀cer scholarships.

Also, half of the 4-H and 
FFA donations are returned 
to local councils and chap-
ters, meaning when you 
donate, our community 
uses those funds to cover 
the cost of 4-H and FFA 
camps and other youth 
leadership programs.

Ag Tag program helps Crittenden Co. 4-H and FFA

CCHS 4-H and FFA members are (from left) Emme Lynch, 
Taylor Haire, County Clerk Darin Tabor, Gavin Grimes, Gra-
cie Orr, (middle) Macie Conger, Kailyn Stokes, Caden De-
Boe, Karsyn Potter, (back) Haylee Perrin, Josh Marshall, 
Cutter Singleton, Mollie Blazina



270-965-1230
www.efirstunitedbank.com

305 N Main St   n   Marion

nAtionAl

ag day

Celebrating those who 
work in acres, not hours

Charlie Day
270.965.1222

cday@efirstunitedbank.com
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Metro Creative Services
Individuals approach 

their careers in various 
ways. Some may aspire 
to climb the corporate 
ladder, while others may 
pursue a career that af-
fords them ample person-
al time to spend how they 
see 昀t. Many individuals 
look for careers that afford 
them ample opportunities 
to work in the great out-
doors, which could make 
the agricultural sector an 
appealing industry.

Talented individuals 
with an array of diverse 
skills dot the agricultural 
sector landscape, and the 
following are just a few of 
the many careers to con-
sider within this vital in-
dustry.

n Equipment techni-
cian: Data from the career 
experts at Indeed indicate 
agricultural equipment 
technicians earn an av-
erage salary around 
$65,000 per yar. Agricul-

tural equipment techni-
cians maintain and repair 
existing machines and 
install new ones, among 
their many responsibili-
ties.

n Purchasing agent: An 
agricultural purchasing 
agent buys products and 
raw materials at whole-
sale. Indeed notes that 
purchasing agents often 
must meet speci昀c pur-
chasing quotas for pro-
cessors and work with 
various clients who sup-
ply an array of agricultur-
al products. The national 
average salary for agricul-
tural purchasing agents is 
around $51,000 annually.

n Warehouse manager: 
The receiving, shipping 
and storage of agricultur-
al materials is overseen 
by a warehouse man-
ager. Indeed notes that 
these professionals now 
routinely utilize arti昀cial 
intelligence products to 
manage inventory. Ware-

house managers must 
know and adhere to safety 
procedures and guidelines 
that dictate how materials 
and products are stored. 
The average salary of a 
warehouse manager is 
around $52,000 per year.

n Sales: Like every in-
dustry, the agricultural 
sector requires talented 
sales personnel. Agri-
cultural sales reps sell 
materials and products 
and identify the needs of 
potential customers. Ag-
ricultural sales reps may 
spend ample time on the 
road at trade shows. Do-
ing so allows them to 
identify customers as well 
as their needs and wants, 
and promote their own 
products and services. 
An ability to foster strong 
and trusting interperson-
al relationships is invalu-
able for agricultural sales 
reps, who Indeed reports 
earn an average of about 
$60,000 per year.

n Environmental engi-
neer: Environmental en-
gineers play pivotal roles 
within the industry, and 
could become even more 
vital in the decades ahead 
as the effects of climate 
change become more ap-
parent. Environmental 
engineers design and im-

plement solutions that oc-
cur on agricultural sites, 
helping to address issues 
such as unhealthy soil, in-
suf昀cient drainage and in-
ef昀ciencies, among other 
concerns. A career as an 
environmental engineer 
within the agricultural in-
dustry can be rewarding 

and lucrative, with Indeed 
noting that the average 
annual salary for this po-
sition is a little more than 
$77,000.

These are just some of 
the career paths individ-
uals can consider as they 
explore the agricultural 
sector.

Career opportunities in the agricultural sector



BY ALLISON EVANS 
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS 

Taylon Polk is used to playing quar-
terback. 

The 2007 Crittenden County gradu-
ate was the signal-caller of his high 
school football team. 

Today he’s quarterbacking a well-es-
tablished company that expanded into 
Crittenden County last fall. 

High yields is how he keeps score 
today for his new team, Kentucky 
American Seed.  

As the Agriculture selection of The 
Crittenden Press’ 2024 10 Under 40 
community recognition program, Polk 
is celebrated for his dedication to the 
community and influence he had to 
help bring the company to Crayne. 

At 34, he is germinating relation-
ships with farmers while growing Ken-
tucky American Seed, which sells seed 
and specializes in liquid fertilizer 
through its custom spraying and 
spreading operations. 

Polk went to work in the coal mines 
right after high school and joined the 
agriculture industry in 2015 after 
Highland Mine in Waverly abruptly 
closed. 

Drawing on his experience working 
on farms as a teenager, Polk went to 
work as a spray applicator and joined 
Kentucky American Seed’s Hopkins 
County location in 2021. 

Kentucky American Seed began in 
the 1970s as a seed conditioning oper-
ation, treating soybean and wheat 
seeds and began a retail sales division 
in 2019. 

The company serviced Crittenden 
County customers out of the Madison-
ville location, and opened the local lo-
cation in a newly developed facility in 
the fall of 2023. 

Kentucky American Seed employs 
eight in Crittenden County and serv-
ices about 80,000 acres in one form or 
another.  

The Crayne operation helped to ex-
pand the company’s customer base, 

and owners are pleased with that 
growth, Polk said. 

A lifelong Crittenden Countian, Polk 
is glad to be working in his com-
munity where he grew up playing 
baseball and football. Today he 
coaches his sons, Brady, 11, and 
Davis, 8, and he is a member of the 
Crittenden County Lions Club and 
Mexico Baptist Church. 

“The company was a need for this 
county and it’s very nice to be able to 
work in the county I grew up in,” he 
said. “I had good coaches growing up 
and I’m glad to be able to pass on the 
knowledge that I was taught.” 

Polk is equally humble about his 
managerial role at Kentucky American 
Seed and his selection in the 10 
Under 40 recognition program. “I’m 
very proud obviously, we just try to do 
the best job we can for the customer. 

“I couldn’t do what I do without ev-
erybody else,” he said. “It’s a team ef-
fort, but most importantly I see all 
sides of the business and run a 
sprayer some. I don’t ever want to ask 
someone to do something that I 
haven’t done, and running a sprayer 
is a really enjoyable part of the busi-
ness.” 

He also credits his wife Cassie, a 
first-grade teacher in Crittenden 
County, for her encouragement. 

“She has always stood by me and 
been very supportive,” he said.  

Polk said seeing high yields from 
one of his products is the measuring 

stick. When the farmer wins, Ken-
tucky American Seed wins, he said. 

“The reward is when the customer 
has an exceptional yield or a good 
harvest, that’s what we really want to 
hear at the end of the season – that’s 
the win, when somebody else wins,” 
Polk said. 

Crittenden County acreage will join 
others in the western part of the state 
as test plots this spring for some of 
Kentucky American Seed’s fertility 
combinations. 

“The research plots we do all over 
the western part of the state is a big 
help in how we sell,” Polk said. “No-
body around here cares what a plot 
in Iowa did, so we use plots in 
Crittenden, Livingston and 
Union counties to test different 
combinations of potassium, 
phosphorus and sulfur in dif-
ferent ratios. We’ll use the 
same seed, just different fer-
tilizer.” 

David Hunt, who nomi-
nated Polk for the 10 
Under 40 recognition, said 
Kentucky American Seed, 
under Polk’s leadership, is 
providing a path for suc-
cess for local farmers.  

“His personal approach 
of ag sales has been ap-
preciated by area 
farmers who are used to 
dealing with ag giants,” 
Hunt said.  

Polk said Kentucky 
American Seed delivers 
90 percent of what it 
sells, helping him to 
achieve his goal of mak-
ing customer service 
one of the most impor-
tant aspects of the busi-
ness. 

“We start relation-
ships, and those grow into really good 
friendship,” Polk said. “There is a lot 

of trust in this game where honesty
the best policy.”
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Taylon Polk is used to playing quar-
terback. 

The 2007 Crittenden County gradu-
ate was the signal-caller of his high 
school football team. 

Today he’s quarterbacking a well-es-
tablished company that expanded into 
Crittenden County last fall. 

High yields is how he keeps score 
today for his new team, Kentucky 
American Seed.  

As the Agriculture selection of The 
Crittenden Press’ 2024 10 Under 40 
community recognition program, Polk 
is celebrated for his dedication to the 
community and influence he had to 
help bring the company to Crayne. 

At 34, he is germinating relation-
ships with farmers while growing Ken-
tucky American Seed, which sells seed 
and specializes in liquid fertilizer 
through its custom spraying and 
spreading operations. 

Polk went to work in the coal mines 
right after high school and joined the 
agriculture industry in 2015 after 
Highland Mine in Waverly abruptly 
closed. 

Drawing on his experience working 
on farms as a teenager, Polk went to 
work as a spray applicator and joined 
Kentucky American Seed’s Hopkins 
County location in 2021. 

Kentucky American Seed began in 
the 1970s as a seed conditioning oper-
ation, treating soybean and wheat 
seeds and began a retail sales division 
in 2019. 

The company serviced Crittenden 
County customers out of the Madison-
ville location, and opened the local lo-
cation in a newly developed facility in 
the fall of 2023. 

Kentucky American Seed employs 
eight in Crittenden County and serv-
ices about 80,000 acres in one form or 
another.  

The Crayne operation helped to ex-
pand the company’s customer base, 

and owners are pleased with that 
growth, Polk said. 

A lifelong Crittenden Countian, Polk 
is glad to be working in his com-
munity where he grew up playing 
baseball and football. Today he 
coaches his sons, Brady, 11, and 
Davis, 8, and he is a member of the 
Crittenden County Lions Club and 
Mexico Baptist Church. 

“The company was a need for this 
county and it’s very nice to be able to 
work in the county I grew up in,” he 
said. “I had good coaches growing up 
and I’m glad to be able to pass on the 
knowledge that I was taught.” 

Polk is equally humble about his 
managerial role at Kentucky American 
Seed and his selection in the 10 
Under 40 recognition program. “I’m 
very proud obviously, we just try to do 
the best job we can for the customer. 

“I couldn’t do what I do without ev-
erybody else,” he said. “It’s a team ef-
fort, but most importantly I see all 
sides of the business and run a 
sprayer some. I don’t ever want to ask 
someone to do something that I 
haven’t done, and running a sprayer 
is a really enjoyable part of the busi-
ness.” 

He also credits his wife Cassie, a 
first-grade teacher in Crittenden 
County, for her encouragement. 

“She has always stood by me and 
been very supportive,” he said.  

Polk said seeing high yields from 
one of his products is the measuring 

stick. When the farmer wins, Ken-
tucky American Seed wins, he said. 

“The reward is when the customer 
has an exceptional yield or a good 
harvest, that’s what we really want to 
hear at the end of the season – that’s 
the win, when somebody else wins,” 
Polk said. 

Crittenden County acreage will join 
others in the western part of the state 
as test plots this spring for some of 
Kentucky American Seed’s fertility 
combinations. 

“The research plots we do all over 
the western part of the state is a big 
help in how we sell,” Polk said. “No-
body around here cares what a plot 
in Iowa did, so we use plots in 
Crittenden, Livingston and 
Union counties to test different 
combinations of potassium, 
phosphorus and sulfur in dif-
ferent ratios. We’ll use the 
same seed, just different fer-
tilizer.” 

David Hunt, who nomi-
nated Polk for the 10 
Under 40 recognition, said 
Kentucky American Seed, 
under Polk’s leadership, is 
providing a path for suc-
cess for local farmers.  

“His personal approach 
of ag sales has been ap-
preciated by area 
farmers who are used to 
dealing with ag giants,” 
Hunt said.  

Polk said Kentucky 
American Seed delivers 
90 percent of what it 
sells, helping him to 
achieve his goal of mak-
ing customer service 
one of the most impor-
tant aspects of the busi-
ness. 

“We start relation-
ships, and those grow into really good 
friendship,” Polk said. “There is a lot 

of trust in this game where honesty is 
the best policy.”
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